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. " 1

Canary trip, I'll glyn you an LOLL for
it I'don't ears to he Indebted to any
o for thingy ke that.'

S perhaps send dn the bill when I
hear thioro o poasibility of | geiting
cish flnymt‘llt." andd Carter dryvly,

And then for the first time Slade lost
hig temper, and he cursed his futurn
son-In-iaw with all an old Coaster's
point and Mueney, FEvery man lias his
l‘l‘.‘xli.'li‘lr point, and  hern  wir  Owe-lt
Blade's, Throughout all his Hfe he had
never pald n bill If he dould help it
and he hnd aceepted the consesuent
romorlon of njured parties witl an epay
philogophy.  Hut It geemed he owned
o nieo diserimination; some Items wors
“debts of honor,"” and these he had al-
Wive sgoner or lateér contrived to set-
tie. And tho account which he deelded
he owed Carter for Laurn's mainte-
nance in Grand Canary he set down ag
ong wiieh no gentleman could leave
:.]ETII{’;"II without besmirching lils  gen-

-
CHAPTER XIX.
HSENHOR CABCAF

Now, as the servant of O'Nelll and
Craven, Carter had done hin work well
and Indecd enthusinstionlly, and after
e hid Jeft the frm's employ he o hal
nelther competed with them In busl-
ness nor done them harm In any way
whatever, It Is true at his memorahle
interview with the King of Okly with
with a Httle persuasion he could hove
Eobt thet grateful monarch to tike off
the embarge which he hond laid on tho
factories ut Monk, Malla-Nulli, osnd
Bmooth Itiver, though fact that hi
did not put forward |
polnt eould hardly by
ear of Aios u’.\‘eﬁ!. Indeed It is to
ba doubted if she ever know that any
referenca to her pname or wfslrs crop-
pod up at all

Hut b that ns It mav, shoe cortainly
from the date of gending her cable to
Cascaer began to Interest horseif n
opposing Carter's schemes,

The first he knew of it was o type-
written letter from Liverponl on tha
firm'a nota-paper beginning “Dear sair'”
and ending “O'Nelll & Craven, per K.
O'Nelll” In arid Lusiness eentences it
understood hoe had “a tin-mining prop-
ositlon up Emooth River,” [t pointed
out that “our firm for many years had
very far-reaching Intérestas in  this
nelghhorhond,” and it sugeestod that
O'Nelll and Craven should buy the mine
“to prevent nny clash of Interesta’

Carter replied to this curtly o
that Tin 11l was not In the m
pnd took the next boat home for
pool. "He had pleked up o diet
merchant  #kiy named HKattle,
put him in ¢
and the eane and the minin~ work
generally, and though In thelr short
interview ho decided that Kettle was
the most tactless man In Africa, He
Lelleved him to be honest, and in-
stinctively knew him to be capible.

“Oma thing I must ask,” he sald
at the end of thelr talk, “and that in
that you do not try any proselytizin
up here. Your creed, 1 have no doubt,
iy excellent at home, buc out here
they are either Mosiemin or
It - wlll anly stir up disputes,
Lirt I won't have, Is that culte
epTecd "

"1 have loarned, sir,” sald the sallor,
*to ohey orders lo the letler even
now them to be against

# best Interests'

m."” sald Carter, and stared at him
thoughtfully. “Well, Captain, I think
it would be eafesl If you went on
those llnes, You will find vour chief
enginesr, who carrios the name of
White-Man's-Trouble, benutifully unre-
liable in most things, but he under-
stands the launch's engines wonderful-
1y, and I ke him., I'd take it as na
fuvor If you'd deal with him as lightly
s possible’

“1'll. Bear your words in mind. sir,
thougn, as & man who has handled
everything colored that serves afloat,
1 1ika to point oul that pamnpering
epolls them"

“The anly othier point to remember
fa that I've made my ngme up these
rivers mainly by belng known as o
aju‘ju man—sort of wizard, In  fact.
"on'll have no difficulty, I suppose in
following up that line now I've given
you the hint?”

“You'll pardon me, sir, but if that's
mado an  essentinl, must chuvk up
thae job, sorély in need of employment
a8 1T om ot the moment. 1 have my
eonsclenca oo conslder. Anidl  besjdes
as o lar 1 am the pporest Wind of
follure,”

“Paoh, man, It's only a litle aeting
that's required.’”

UMp Carter,” sald  the sailor stlll
more stifily, "“you see moome ioonmn
swho's sunl very low, but I'vo never

descended yet Lo working as a theat-
rical. According to our Persunsion, we
Liold that play acting is. ons (Jeeree

Tess wicked than bigamy, and indeed
often leads Lo dL )

“Welll” sanld Carter, “thot mail-hoat
galis In kil pn hour's time, amd D'vo
got to go by her. Uve been bullding
on you, Captaie, the most trustwor-
thy man now knocking about in West
Adriva”

“T'moall that, sir!

vy 1 shall have to. respecl your
gcruples anid give vou the biliet'

“You shall never regret it for one
minute, =ir. You'll find the adidress
of Mre, Iettle on thiz slip of paper,
and If you'll post threc-gquarters of
my wages 1o ler a8 they full due, 141
take It n= n favor. I've boen out of—
well, 1 won't pester you with dom
matters, sir, bhut the foot fg 1'm nfr
phe muit be in very poor clreumstinees
just at the moment,” i

bShe shadl lave o cheek posted  tho
ecrpool, 1 give

day ofter L land in Lt
you my word for thit, 2l

“r thanl you, AMp Carter.  Neav, Vi
vou wanted unotlier offleer, 1 o5 L
Mr. MeTod enghivcer who's  just
Tiow at Aliassa, that 1 could get: 3

“hanky, afn, but not for e
d persusde hime to

#1 belleve U
talie o low wage! £
“8ot for wo, Captain, T know Me-
o Thets far too thirsty and fap too
cantiskerous,  You'd find imoa ugly
Liamdful,”
Al By James, sgir, T ean handle
that swing Inoposway that would sar-
prlse vou. He's hiod nobad up-bringing:
e delorgs to the Free Hirlkp but
witer U've had the manipulation of Mr,
MeToldd for a weels, Trean make him
wa mild as Norweglan Swiss milk.”
WWell, we'll gay ‘not for the present,'
it oany rote.  With the organlzotion
I'vo got together, and the backing irom
the King ol Okky thnt I've lu{:l you
wbout, you'll be ablo to haul down
all the available are If you follow out
my Instructions, and when it comes to
bonug, Captaln, it you've bheen succoss-
ful, you'll flnd nie o Fenerous. Juymns-
tor, L don't toil for nothing myself,

otk nhout ten times s hard os - my
n hbors, and draw In nbout sevens
Leen times o mueh pay. 1 1ike & man
who has got the samo ambittons
The Jttle sallor sighied. *I've nlwayn
done ten thnes the normal whack of
work, alr, but pomehow I've missed
fngering the dibs. I tell you flat, sour-
teen  pounds o month haeg bean good

for me, and month In and oonth out
l\":s not averaged ten,'
T , Af that's the case,” sald Car-

ter brigkly, “just here should come tho
tirn In your fortunes,  Bhake lands,
Captnin,  Good-bye to you, geod henlth
{:.uf_l good luck, Here's my surf-boot,
I'he stenmer’s heaving saliort.”

“Good-bye, sir,' sald Kettle, ‘I'm
::;:IE:k_;fou'll remember to send  that
check,

"rhe miall-boat called os usoal at Las
Palmns and was boarded on arrival
by the usunl bateh of Invallds and
Liverpool trippers for the run home. Car-
ter landed os soon as the port doctor
gav  clearance papers, rowed to the
mole and chartered o tartans, between
wlose shafts thero drooped o monse-
colored mule. In it he bumped over the
:md:; In::t] trarg lilnes ]fmm the Isleta

o o city, and then loft the city b,
lhlc Te}lh’l road, LEALhORC! YR LY

A I'almas I8 the meeting place of
all W™t Afriea, and If one s therc
longs enoagh, ane expects Lo mect goon-
er or later every man whe has business
or other Interests on the Coast. Car-
tar waved his hiand to a Hauen con-
atabulary officer In the gateway of tha
Cutalinn, and to o Lagos branch ovont
skipper who was standing on the steps
of the Elder Dempster office, Coming
down from the telegraph statipn he
Haw one of the Germans who had been
frightened out of Mokkl, and under n
cafe awnlng by the dry river bed no
lega 4 personage than Blurgoyne of
Monk River waved o hospitable hand
and Invited him to try o glass of Bass.

But further on, where the Telds road
leaves the eity, he saw o man whosa
wialk he knew, and Instinctively leaned
aut from the tartann’s awning to show
himself, anfl e waive a l{ru('ﬁng. The
man wius Cascnes, But the S¥nhor Cos-
caus atared him coolly In the fuce, and
—cut him deoad, -

The tartane rattled on, and Carter
nodded after the Portugucse thought-
fully. *“You hava always hated me
pretty tenderiy,'” he mused. “I wonder
why.  T've hammered you na  dozen
times, but {t's only been in the ordl-
nury way of business, und whnt wny
haif-baked Portugtese has got to ex-
pect.  You surely can’t be up agalnst
me for that.""

Laura wis not living in the convent,
hut lodged in the house of n banana
farmer just beyond, Carter found her
in the sarden.  She was sitting on the
end of n bench overhung with great
lavender clots of wistarln at ona end
and shaded by @ purple mass of bou-
puinvillon at the other. He noted with
a fueer thrill that there wux somsthing
c¢olil in the outward form of her greet-
Ing.

She  rotnrned  his  Kisa  accuraisly
enough, but without enthuslasm. Still,
from the moment she sow him, the llght
came into her eyes that lie had grown
to know zo well, The two things did
not seem somehow or other to tally.
Carter sat himseif on the bench and
took o good hold on his nerves, ‘Then
he slid an arm round her walst and
dre whe rio him. “Well," he sald “out
drew her to him. “Well,” he said, “out

She dropped her head on his shoul-
der contenteidly enough. “Oh, the usual.
When you're away from me, dear,
never feel quite certein if 1 ought to
mirry  yow'

“Now, that's awkward, isn't it? But
as I have been u{- courntry colloguing
with with your other suitor, old Kal-
lee, you couldn't very well have been
with” e there.!

“T wish you hadn't gona"

*How dellghtfully unreasonnblie!
We'd nothing to boll the pot on hefore,
and now we've plenty, and neither of
ug I3 o bit the worse. What's broko
slnep T've been away?'’

“The world, 1 think,” said Laura mis-
erably.

“Then T hope T'm the sticking plaster
that will mend it. Now, I want ta hear
all about Las Palmas, and what you
have been delng I see most of West
Afriea'= here. Great Christopher! hut
1t 1= fina to smell even the outside cdge
nf eivilization once more. My fnother
e to get tired of Wharfedale occa-
sionully—ah, well, but that wouldn't In-
terest vou,"

“No, vou alwavs cut yourself short
when you begin to tilk ahout your
peaple.’”

“hg 17 Well, what's sauce for the
gander's sauce for the zoose, and you're
the goose, DIA yon ever speak to me
abont your follk?’ Not one word, unless
T drageed it out.  Look hers. Laura,
art you trying to wrangle? Becanse it
g0, ind i e my fault, Just say what's

itho erime; and give me my leking and

ot it over. I've gotn clear conscirncs,
and ' be as penitent as you please'

My dear, vou've been perfect.”

o0y, T osay,! sadd Carter, ‘not teo sud-
den. hat ' gart of thing brings on
heart attacks"”

“f kknow your tempttions, and you've
heon . nn | honorabie  gentloman all
through,™

41 welsh! sald Carter whime=leally,
Yyvou could persuade other pe §i0 to
loolk ot me In that' Heght. A missionnry
on thn slenner yvestorday ealled me o
wip-=olling ruffian beeansa [ hianoeneil
th L =itting In his dock chairy one of
thn Protectorate officials o weck aeo
gecused mie of being nosmuggling zun-
runner, becnuse 've been up eounlry
and hunpoer to gel on with the nn-
tive loeal headmen Inatend of scrap-
ping with them 1l Miss K, O'Neill of
pur mutual aeaunintance, has given me
to understand that It T don't qult nonch-
[ne onowhial she's plepged to pall (¥Neil
and Oraven's territory, she'll run me
ot of husinesz. To klye her hier due
T eather she proposos Lo pay me game-
thipng to elear ont!

aand you're golng! to take it from
Tier "

HNon't say Cfher' oso tragienlly.  T'm
nol _eoing to tale anything from her,
or from any one else.” T'vo gob oo omine,
and its oao nolline geod mine.
eofng to ron it by my lone or
Tt lsn't o thing you could sell to n
gomunny, and hesides it fsn't ono of
thora  mines one would cara too sell,
Tt's ton good for thato It's fusk n for-
tune for two veople, and one of thom
te nrospntly going to sign herself Liauri
Cartor,'

Ueoree, you're quite tha best moan on
earti! 4

ST dovht It myself at timesa. By the
way, wha sliould T sea down in Tas
Palmog fust now ot Caseaed, . o did
ma the honor of jenoring my existance.
t wasn't the unsheved Coast Casenocs
elther: Ba'i rot o clean bine ehin,
ang the rest of hlm was dregsed [it to
kil Now, what Is the mysterlous Cas-

ennn doing here?"

"Ilr!N‘U Nelll and Craven's agent for
Clrlnr_nl Canary. 1 thought vou'd heard

‘Wo, 1t'a newa to me, IUs news, mora-
over, thnt they had any business here
that required an agent.”

YThey haven't.!

Hum,' gaid Carter.  “Mias 0'Nelll
doesn't pay u salary without gotting
valuo for it. Now this I8 ono of her
deérp-lald achemes”

Laura looked at him queerly, “Yos"
sha aald, “this I8 one of Kate's deecp-
Inld schemes, George. 1 wonder If you
cnn #sse through It'

The sun phove them seorched high,
and the edol white bulldings of the
banana farmer threw the shortest of
purple shadows. The fresh breath of
the trade rustied the férns and the palm
leaves of tho garden, and stirred the
great masses of the bougalnvillea into
rhythmleal movement. it'a grand to
be In a place like this after a =pell oo
the Conat,” sald Corrter.

*Do you prefer It to England?' Laura
asked pointedly,

Carter held down a sigh. “I bellava
T do,” he sald steadily. "Come, now,
old Iady, what do you say? Shall we
buy a property here in Grand Canary,
and seitle down, nnd grow the fncst
flower garden In the lsland?!

“Tut roses are your favorite fMlower
and they don't do well here in the
South.'

“Oh, iU's roses that my father eares
for, at least he nnd the mater together
run the e al home,  Bul 1 think
my taste rung more to hougpinvillea,
upny—and great trees of searlet gern-
nium with stulks as thlek as one's leg,
and palms, and tree ferns. Besides, o
garden menns irrigation here, and I'vo
nover hiad n reiad water-works schamn
of my own to play with slnee I was
KId ond worked out a most wonderful
syatem by the old emelt mill at home.
Yos, wa should hove great times gar-
dening out here.'

Thoey had never sald o In words, hut
both of them knew that George Car-
ter would never take Laura back to
Fnzland when onee he lind married her,
and the girl through all her fierce trop-
jeal love for hilm recognized what thie
solf-denial must cost and valued jt to
the full. Bul presently she brought
liim back to the matter they bhad been
talking of heforo.

“Can't you see why K
hor Cascaes here, George?”

ST haven't miven him another thought.
Pesides, although Miss O Neill is secing
fit to interfere with me, 1 don't in-
tend to meddls with her.' :

“r think you cught to defend what's
vour own.'

ssCertninly T shall, Can any ong ae-
cuge me of not doing #a? But 1 don't
son why you keep harping on Cizcaes
The mun s an open admirer of Misa
O'Neill’s. and I suppose she's tickled
therchy., Anyway i : the anly ren-
=on T can 8 uld huve pro-
vided hlm w .
ST youl I to =ay ¥ou think it

{ata the Sephor Cuascnes |8 running

s sent Sen-

Is
arter

“Cartainly T do, Who olsa wie there
at Mokki?"

“Po you think T've so few attractions
then®"

“Rut, my good girl, yoo're engaged to
me, and he knew it all ajeng.  There
wis no secret about our ﬁn;;m::mu-\.nl,
Everybody about the fuctory Kunew af

it
“And becavse o girl Iz engaged, or
aven married, do you think that's any
bar to another man pdmirine her?!”
Carter whistled. “I've been n blind
nss, ond 1 must say 1 did refufe to
liston to the highfalutin’' nonsensoe Cas-
caps wanted to pour Into my sympa-
thetle etir, How often have you secn
him here in Grand Canary 2
“He hos ealled évery day.” 3
frhat’s ot answering my l}llr-.'ll'inn,'
“Gporge, denr, sive e eredit for
loyalty, He told me one day when
you were bullding that fort at Mokkl
that hie liked and that if the Okky-
men came he would die cheerfully he-
fore any harm should come to mes anid
T told him that he had no right to
say such things to o girl who wos
engaged to youw'
"F\\'h)' wasn't I told of this?"
vRecause Ro snid to me he had near-
Iy shot you once, and T was afraid that
{f thers wnos any trouble, denr, you
might*he hurt! X
#ypu could hove truasted me,'" =aid
Carter dryly, "ta keep my end nup with
i dago like that. ‘Besides, i€ you'd
glven me the tip, T could have seen to
it that I had the drop on him first
Taurn shiverod, . “You are raihe
mediacval, 1 don't want to be fought
th

for.
“3gill, T gather from what you say
that you've been seelng the fellow

hera?!
N

or when T could help It.  Fach
day l've refused to see him swhen Lie
crme. Lo the houge, Dot he hes wolted
for me when [ went out Into the coun-
try, and once he wias here in the gar-
e eitting on this very scat, when
enma out wlter tunch!

g he always tell the same old

v says always he wants toomarry
cony snhd you rofosed (o
'

WD, n't be unreasonable.  T'va
hhin over and over ngain its no
an: T've mone awoy every time wa've
maet; bub ft seemn oo b the ange odel-
palinn of his 1i0

crypppt for runnineg after vou, Toean
fmaeine he sboes have plenty of thine
on hiz hinnds out herd

“Dan'taon think, George, e wias nent
i to hiwve nothing to do

. ECLL!
in wour head ne
sl that outs &
vaves wheth allve or Jdeadd,
R for yvou, well, the pale of oy
T Priendly enaugh whion y¥ou wors
Tat o mecincd to hove ontgrawn any
past olvilities last timo 1 saw
Eether on the Coast. Tron't ¥
ron away  with - any wilda nations
nbout  Miz=g ONaill, she's o pol  ono
amusamont in tho! world, - amd  that's
Bnsinesa nnd I she's sont Casenon hrra
{0 Palmas, you ean bet your hest
frock tho only job ho's zol In view so
tnr ag-sha's concerned 18 dividemd hunt-
Ing, Apropos of which, T nearly forsal,
Tere's something to practice your muto=
granh In'"

Wy, Lt

wnid

n chenk-hoalk '

Oleye Quessed iv Inoonen, T
det onon credit for you down At
tho bank in . Lng Palmasg Do LROO Lo
ba molng on with.  That's for choco-
Iate, and haleplns, and n montilinn,
and the Jatest thing o Spanish slin-
NErs. sy, Laure, you  must get o
nafr of those tan ones, with tha loces
tiad In o how just down over tha Loe,
And If vou don't ga through the lot
whilst I'm away' squaring mine mat-

ters up In Bngland, T shall toke you
solemnly round tho shops when L comoe
bick licre, and buy you o trousgsenu of
all the wugliest and most unbecoming
garments they have in atock.”

ou are good to me, dear, Lut I
can néver apend all Lhat.'

‘If vou've any balance you find un=
wieldly, buy Casgencs a smile with it
If you can find one thot will fit, N
#serlourly, old lady, you will be mirry
ing o rich man, although you did not
lknow It when you took him, and you
miy 08 well get used to sponding, It's
no use for us preparing to save,’

“No use pre Ing to save,'' poor
Laura repeated mioy wbly to herself.
“There will be no—ao one exeept our-
selves to loak forward te' But she
sald nothing of this aloud. Bhe Jusc
thanked him, and snuggled In to his
shoulder and patted his sleeve,

Far awny over the corner of tha lsla
a steam hooted In the harbor of Lha
Isleta, and the sound camoe to them dinmi-
Iy through the folluge plants, Carber
ipoked &t his hatch., “efullo, I must g0,
or the criminal who drives my tar-
tana wiil fog that poor beast of o
mule to death in hig offert to caloh
the boat. B0 now, Miss Slade, just
please glve me n snmple of your best
good-hy.'"

Twilight does not linger In the smin-
mer maonths, even so far north as Grand
Canary, The sun wag balageed o lurld
aplendor on the rock backbone of tha
igle ux Carter sald his lnst words of
farewell, making the dend volianoes
look s though at n whim they coulil
gpring on aore Into scarlst e, @It
wis dark when he got on the road, sl
the evenlug chill rode in on the L,
The motse-colored tartand mule snecaod
as he pressod hie galled shoulders tnto
the collar

Carter wedgod himseif In’ a cor
of the ecarringe #nd resolutely loo
bn 1ife with n reckloss goyely. Aft
all, what wae thin ache called Tove?
To the devil with It!  Herenfter lie
would eat and Arink, and work, espe-
clally work, nnd—woll  Lourn wos i
@ond sort, and he Intanded to play the

v her e hod given

gami: and
his waord to rurn hie forgot ex "
why hut h 1 piven it and that L
enoueh J smi] np evil he wag ona
of tho ad Mnelishmen who Jeep
104 nro that hnd once been given.
Then " dnegedness ha
Lthrnst ¢ t} + from his mind,
and e stnmned . down  hiis

Lt and the detalls of
nevrn il reached hibm
yen which the fronkish
had niaead unon his 1tls
whpnt that detadl of tha

i 1 mnar Wimsollnere-
wrr | hi g nan who
wauld he abils tn

et nt presant Lo Knew
and that was the tin
s uneon=eloisly

thoumhits

i

re, but
he thought of the
would gEov-
it for powe
v men, lopp-

Hlant etnTs shone down

- ad. and the cool
1t ndors of tha
n him po atlen-
urpeying away
an spouting r
an metn! eaxchanges,

omy thege dreams
In his up coun=
ricn he bad de-
natinct for the
s present In
Grodreg and ninety-
he thougand beoomis
18 In the river

wil iven him i
inn Man-with-eyes-nt=

us ‘all

nine men autb

atrophied for

villages the

name which
L

il
Lehtly abnormal senso
ntoaulele aetivity, wunil
% 1den o =toop that his
¢ the shobby cuslhi-
fde of the tor-
v ho turned anid
e night, nend selzed
it with all his iron
jater he found with
the wrisl was' cons
ht-hladed knife,
vrely  till that
sty earpot on tha
e e f(towell un-
ad heen ultercd,
At omule  jogsed
tartang through
feeht
, to haul In on the
v ta whom P oawis
intn the body of
hie nees shrewd-
npleps an route.
van in it? And
almed to be o
cord not to Eu Ak
wetl 'm afraid
Lt nf maedicine that
shintta the botdd ons
ihat turn o trepchirou
fn sy rgestions

foge M
jone un th
tann.  But sl
clutchind thr
a wrist, and
foree. A ol
hig othar hand
nected with f
so he twi
weanon fellf
floor. And el
deratand, oo
o the  mi
stendily on it
tha diat e
Then Carfer
swwri=t and
otimcha
tha vphi
v n e in

1 hig tongus,
ruel, are you?
Ao full dasi
Walke, yoi
¢ e (e Why, 1'vo
nenr whilgt youve
pow woe want Lo
wiis - Harpp, glyva ma

- and his teme=
<hip, being tha
tartin

v eald Carter
trnke Tor colid-
£ 1'mmoing o
t il broechos
. far thonoxt thres
= i R ramie i ph Bbate-
1 fery o w B flung tho
hadms ot the

' e vt ts into the tar-
fo e Prtinro o UECY O
in * tatatn vt mlae fhe boat,

0 ETAPIT.
snld Mrs, Llrn-
A SRR LTS (1 bidnat gently that

Y 1
i [ 1ea't eall the Tost
i I given to
int 2 e mi, 118 pule,
(TR ool obes owno binsl-

1T Iy wlone sald Kate

«f nutiong or Indls
Coaten, tmay bes

v
FAN abbar of me ¢ domies
i 1 Gt whan L assumey
sl t if foarees itselioin-
tu

1 ]
Hio Lty eogplioomy name with that*
Ul [P g toodo thut yourself,”

Buid the old ludy dryly, ,



